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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, MARCH 28, 2016 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman    

Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Ernie Paciorkowski 

    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Admin Asst 

 

Absent:   Paul Donohue.Clerk 

 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in Room 

12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the minutes of March 7, 2016, seconded 

by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 

SITE PLAN APPROVAL – CBD Signage, Five Star Wireless, 645 Washington 

Street 

 

Present: Adenson De La Rosa, applicant 

 

Mr. Adenson explained that he would like to replace the former insurance sign with a 

new wall sign. Mr. Halkiotis said that the proposed sign would be constructed of vinyl 

material, with a white background and gold lettering.  The company, Five Star Wireless 

has a red, black and gold logo that will be part of the sign. The sign will be illuminated 

by two existing gooseneck lamps.  

 

The proposed sign is 29 s.f. which in compliance with the Zoning Bylaw. 
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Ms. Holmwood was concerned about the amount of signs that are being posted on the 

windows of the stores downtown and would like it noted in the decisions that not more 

than 30% of the window can display signage.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the requested wall sign for Five Star 

Wireless, 645 Washington Street with the added condition per Ms. Holmwoods’ 

suggestion, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 
Ms. Holmwood wanted to thank Mr. Clemmey for the fencing and landscaping that was 

installed at Kerry Place saying that she really appreciated it. 

 

UPDATE 

 

Community Preservation Act 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he has asked Katherine Roth, from Community Preservation 

Coalition to come back and do the presentation again. They are finding that a lot of 

people do not understand what the CPA does and what the cost is. Ms. Roth is scheduled 

for next Planning Board meeting on April 11
th

 which will be held in the Willett Room at 

the Civic Center. Mr. Halkiotis and Ms. Holmwood will contact other Boards/ 

committees and hand out flyers inviting everyone to the meeting.  

 

The Board discussed submitting the article and getting it on the warrant for Town 

meeting.  

 

Zoning Map 
 

Mr. Halkiotis has been working with the Engineering Dept. on updating the zoning map to be 

adopted at Town Meeting but at this time it has not been completed.  

 

Expedited Permitting District 

 

Mr. Halkiotis is also working with the Economic Development Committee on creating two 

special zoning overlay districts for expedited permitting. One would be Upland Road and 

University Avenue. The EDC thinks that having these areas designated as overlay districts 

sends a message to the outside world that they would be guaranteed that permit applications 

be acted upon by Town Boards within 180 days.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he is working on the Polaroid site (Upland Road) at this time because 

there are only two owners, Campanelli and Mercer, and he will wait until the Fall Town 

Meeting for University Avenue because there are various out of town owners.  

 

Ms. Holmwood said that expedited permitting helps the developer and she doesn’t think that 

Campanelli or Mercer needs a lot of help. Mr. Halkiotis noted that most of the land has 



 
 
 

3 
 

already been developed.  Mr. Halkiotis will be meeting with the EDC to go over the overlay 

and he will update the Board. 

 

Manufacturing Zone Bylaw Amendments, Parking, Sign and Use Table 

Amendments 

 

Mr. Halkiotis has hired Mr. Ted Brovitz to help write the Zoning Bylaw amendments that 

have been discussed for the manufacturing zoning district. They will be writing a mixed 

use overlay district bylaw that would only be applicable to the old industrial properties 

that the Board has been discussing. However, time is running out for the Planning Board 

to go over these Articles and to set up a public hearing unless they have another meeting 

on May 2
nd

. Discussion ensued. 

 

Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 

Mr. Halkiotis explained that the Town’s Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan was last updated 

in 2011 and FEMA requires these plans to be updated every 5 yrs. The current plan will 

expire in June. If the Town does not have a FEMA approved plan, we will not be eligible 

for certain types of FEMA grants.  

 

FEMA provides grants to communities to help pay for updating Hazard Mitigation Plans 

and Mr. Halkiotis recommended that they apply for the FEMA Grant to get funding to 

update the plan.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

 

 


